2^2                               CORPORATE   SATYAGRAHA
other lav,? can be disobeyed and thus the existence of a corrupt
Su;u* ignored and its authority denied.
Civii non-payment of taxes is one of the quickest methods
of overthrowing a Government and holds out the temptation of
reedy response. But it is fraught with the greatest possibility of
violence unless masses are "saturated with the principle of non-
violence". This is why Gandhiji considers it as the last stage
which should be tried only after other forms of civil disobe-
dience. Civil non-payment is for those who have been in the
habit of paying taxes regularly, understand the reason and
virtue of civil non-payment, have acquired the necessary non-
violent discipline and are prepared to stand, with calm
resignation, the confiscation of their property.107
The selection of laws to be broken should be made not by
each satyagrahi for himself but by the leader or some central
body of experts. But for this restriction on individual liberty in
the interest of discipline every satyagrahi may become a law
unto himself and the result may be anarchy or criminal
disobedience.108
Gandhiji draws a distinction between individual and mass
civil disobedience and offensive or assertive and defensive civil
disobedience. On February 25, 1922, the All India Congress
Committee defined these aspects of civil disobedience thus:
"Individual Civil Disobedience is a disobedience of orders
or laws by a single individual or an ascertained number or
group of individuals. Therefore a prohibited public meeting
where admission is regulated by tickets and to which no
unauthorized admission is allowed is an instance of individual
civil disobedience, whereas a prohibited public meeting to
which the general public is admitted without any restriction is
an instance of mass civil disobedience. Such civil disobedience
is defensive when a prohibited public meeting is held for
conducting a normal activity, although it may result in arrest.
It would be aggressive if it is held not for any normal acti-
vity, but merely for the purpose of courting arrest and
imprisonment."109
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